Earth Science by Design

 Classroom Observation Guide

Instructions for Partners

The classroom observation guide is intended to structure the classroom observations that partners make of each other. The purpose of the classroom observation is to provide feedback to your partner and to the Earth Science by Design project staff about what actually happened in the session. We believe that this feedback can help teachers improve their teaching. It also helps the project staff know how these sessions embody the principles of Understanding by Design.

The guide is organized in terms of questions about actual behavior. The observer should focus on directly observable behavior and should not include opinions or interpretations of the behavior. Please try to be objective!

Whenever possible, provide specific examples of behavior you observed. Include as much detail as you can. (i.e. "Teacher asked for thumbs up/down signal three times and distributed a short written quiz at the end of the lesson.”) No one class session will include all the behaviors described below, so some questions will remained unanswered, or will simply be answered “no” or “not applicable.”

We recommend that you read over the guide to familiarize yourself with the questions before doing the observation but that you do not use the guide itself during the observation. Instead, focus on what is happening, and take “running notes” of the session as it unfolds. The questions in the guide will help you know what to focus on. For example, watch for the teacher’s use of “informal checks for understanding,” listen for discussion of the essential questions and references to the performance assessment, and observe student behavior. Use your “running notes” to fill out the guide afterwards.

After the session, schedule a time to sit down with your partner and discuss the session. (It would be ideal if there is a teacher planning period you could use for this purpose.) Go over the notes and the guide to make sure you both agree on what was observed. Use the reflective questions to help write up your reflections on the session.

Make 2 copies of the observation guide and of any handouts used by students during this session. Keep one copy for yourself and give one copy to your partner.

If your site leader has requested a copy of the observation, send a copy to him or her as directed.

